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Introduction

Shades of the Heart Encounters of the Heart Book is a compelling literary work that delves into the
intricate labyrinth of human emotions, relationships, and the personal journeys that shape our inner
worlds. This book offers readers a profound exploration of the myriad shades that comprise the
human heart?ranging from love and hope to despair and resilience. Through its evocative narratives
and nuanced characterizations, it invites readers to reflect on their own emotional landscapes and
the encounters that define them.

The Essence of the Book

Exploring the Title and Its Significance

The phrase Shades of the Heart suggests a spectrum or palette of emotional experiences,
emphasizing that the human heart is not monochromatic but a vibrant mosaic of feelings. The term
"Encounters" indicates that these emotional shades are often experienced through
interactions?whether with loved ones, strangers, or oneself. The book's title encapsulates its core
theme: understanding the complex interplay of emotions through various life encounters.

Central Themes and Motifs

- Love and Passion: The stories often highlight the transformative power of love, capturing its
tender and tumultuous facets.

- Loss and Grief: Many narratives explore the pain of separation and the process of healing.
- Hope and Resilience: The enduring human spirit shines through characters who face adversity

but persevere.
- Self-Discovery: Encounters serve as catalysts for characters to understand themselves better.

Structure of the Book

Narrative Style
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The book employs a collection of interconnected stories, each focusing on different characters and
their unique encounters. This mosaic approach allows for a broad exploration of emotional shades
across diverse contexts.

Character Development

Each character's journey reveals different aspects of the heart's palette, often illustrating how
encounters shape identity and emotional depth.

Major Encounters and Their Shades

Love in Its Many Forms

Romantic Love

- The initial spark of attraction
- The complexities of commitment
- The pain of heartbreak

Familial Love

- Bonds between parents and children
- Siblings' rivalries and solidarities
- Generational gaps and understanding

Platonic and Unconventional Love

- Deep friendships
- Love beyond societal norms

Encounters with Loss

- Bereavement and mourning
- The process of acceptance and moving forward
- The shadow of regret and longing

Moments of Self-Realization
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- Encounters with one's own reflection
- Epiphanies that lead to personal growth
- The reconciliation of past and present selves

The Psychological and Emotional Depth

The Spectrum of Emotions

The book vividly portrays the full spectrum of human feelings, including:

- Joy and elation
- Anxiety and fear
- Anger and resentment
- Compassion and forgiveness

The Role of Memory and Nostalgia

Encounters often evoke memories that influence characters' current emotional states, adding layers
of nostalgia and longing.

Literary Techniques and Stylistic Elements

Symbolism and Metaphor

The author employs rich symbolism to represent emotional shades, such as:

- Darkness symbolizing despair
- Light representing hope
- Shadows indicating unresolved conflicts

Use of Imagery

Vivid imagery paints scenes that mirror internal emotional states, enhancing reader engagement.

Non-Linear Narratives

The stories often employ non-linear timelines, reflecting the fluid and layered nature of emotional
encounters.
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Impact and Reception

Audience Engagement

Readers find the book relatable due to its authentic portrayals of complex emotions and situations.

Critical Acclaim

Critics praise its lyrical prose, depth of insight, and the nuanced depiction of the human heart.

Lessons and Takeaways

- Embrace the full spectrum of emotions as part of the human experience.
- Encounters, whether joyful or painful, contribute to personal growth.
- Understanding others' emotional shades fosters empathy and compassion.
- Self-awareness is key to navigating the heart's complex landscape.

Conclusion

Shades of the Heart Encounters of the Heart Book stands as a testament to the multifaceted nature
of human emotions. Its rich tapestry of stories and characters invites readers to explore the depths
of their hearts and appreciate the diverse encounters that shape their lives. By acknowledging the
various shades?light and dark?that define our emotional existence, the book encourages a deeper
understanding of oneself and others, ultimately fostering a more empathetic and nuanced
perspective on the human condition.
 
Shades of the Heart Encounters of The Heart Book: An In-Depth Exploration

In the realm of contemporary literature that explores the multifaceted nature of human emotion and
connection, Shades of the Heart Encounters of The Heart Book emerges as a compelling work that
pushes the boundaries of traditional storytelling. This investigative review aims to dissect the
thematic richness, narrative structure, and emotional depth of this notable publication, providing a
comprehensive understanding of its significance within modern literary circles.

Introduction to the Work: Context and Overview

Shades of the Heart Encounters of The Heart Book is a collection that defies simplistic
categorization. It blends elements of memoir, philosophical inquiry, and poetic reflection to delve into
the intricate landscape of human relationships. Authored by an introspective writer whose
background spans psychology, spirituality, and creative writing, the book offers an immersive
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journey into the various facets of love, loss, hope, and self-discovery.

Published in 2022, the work quickly garnered attention for its candid exploration of emotional
complexity and its innovative narrative techniques. Critics have lauded its ability to resonate across
diverse readerships, particularly among those seeking a nuanced perspective on the human
condition.

Thematic Foundations: Unpacking the Core Messages

At its core, Shades of the Heart explores the myriad encounters that shape our internal landscapes.
The author delineates these encounters into distinct "shades," each representing a different
emotional or spiritual hue that colors our life experiences.

1. Love in Its Many Forms

The book examines love beyond romantic notions, encompassing familial bonds, friendship,
self-love, and even unrequited affection. It posits that love is not a monolith but a spectrum, with
each encounter adding depth and dimension.

- Romantic love: The passionate, fleeting moments that ignite and fade.
- Familial love: The enduring ties that ground us.
- Self-love: The vital recognition of one's worth.
- Platonic love: The silent strength of friendship.
- Unrequited love: The pain and growth it fosters.

2. Encounters with Loss and Grief

Loss is portrayed as an inevitable shade that darkens the heart but also illuminates pathways to
resilience. The narrative invites reflection on how grief reshapes perceptions and fosters empathy.

3. The Search for Self-Understanding

Throughout the book, encounters with one's own reflection?both literal and metaphorical?are
portrayed as pivotal moments of self-awareness and transformation.

4. Spiritual and Existential Encounters

The author explores moments of spiritual awakening and existential questioning, emphasizing that
encounters with the divine or the universe are integral to understanding the shades of our inner
landscape.
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Narrative Structure and Literary Techniques

Shades of the Heart employs a layered narrative approach, weaving personal anecdotes with poetic
vignettes, philosophical musings, and symbolic imagery. This structure invites readers into a
contemplative space, encouraging active engagement.

Non-Linear Narrative

The work eschews chronological storytelling in favor of thematic and emotional sequencing. This
non-linear approach mirrors the unpredictable nature of human encounters and memories,
emphasizing that understanding is often a mosaic rather than a straight line.

Poetic Prose and Imagery

The author's poetic sensibility manifests in lush imagery and rhythmic language, which evoke
visceral responses. For example, descriptions of emotional states often compare feelings to colors,
landscapes, or natural phenomena, reinforcing the "shades" metaphor.

Use of Symbols and Metaphors

Symbols such as shadows, light, mirrors, and windows recur throughout the book, representing
facets of perception, self-awareness, and hidden truths.

Critical Analysis: Strengths and Areas for Consideration

While Shades of the Heart has been widely praised, its innovative style and depth also invite critical
discussion.

Strengths

- Emotional Authenticity: The candidness of personal stories fosters genuine connection.
- Thematic Depth: Addresses universal human experiences with nuance.
- Literary Craftsmanship: Rich language and poetic devices elevate the reading experience.
- Inclusivity: Explores diverse encounters across cultural and social spectra.

Potential Limitations

- Accessibility: The poetic and philosophical density may challenge casual readers.
- Pace: Non-linear structure, while thematically resonant, could disrupt narrative flow for some.
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- Subjectivity: Heavy reliance on personal experience might limit perceived universality.

Influence and Reception in Literary Circles

Since its publication, Shades of the Heart has sparked conversations among critics and readers
alike. Literary journals have highlighted its innovative fusion of genres, with some calling it a
"modern spiritual odyssey." Readers have praised its capacity to evoke introspection and emotional
catharsis.

Notably, the work has influenced emerging writers to experiment with poetic prose and thematic
complexity in their own storytelling. Its impact underscores a shifting landscape where emotional
literacy and poetic expression are increasingly valued.

Conclusion: The Significance of Shades of the Heart Today

Shades of the Heart Encounters of The Heart Book stands as a testament to the layered, intricate
nature of human experience. Its exploration of emotional encounters?ranging from love and loss to
spiritual awakening?resonates deeply in contemporary discourse about mental health,
self-awareness, and interpersonal connection.

For readers and critics seeking a profound, poetic reflection on the human condition, this work offers
a compelling, transformative journey. Its innovative narrative structure and thematic richness not
only challenge traditional literary forms but also enrich our collective understanding of the many
shades that color our hearts.

In an era marked by rapid change and emotional complexity, Shades of the Heart serves as both
mirror and map?reflecting our innermost truths and guiding us toward greater empathy and
self-discovery.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main theme of 'Shades of the Heart: Encounters of the Heart'? The
book explores the complex emotions and experiences of the heart, emphasizing self-discovery, love,
healing, and emotional resilience. Who is the author of 'Shades of the Heart: Encounters of the
Heart'? The book is authored by a contemporary writer known for their insightful exploration of
emotional and psychological themes, often blending poetry and prose. Is 'Shades of the Heart'
suitable for readers interested in emotional healing? Yes, the book offers heartfelt encounters and
reflections that can inspire and support readers on their journey of emotional healing and
self-awareness. What are some key encounters or stories featured in 'Shades of the Heart'? The
book features various personal stories and poetic reflections that depict moments of love,
heartbreak, hope, and self-discovery, resonating with a wide audience. How does 'Shades of the
Heart' differ from other emotional literature? It combines poetic storytelling with deep psychological
insights, providing a nuanced and poetic perspective on the complexities of the heart and human
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emotions. Can 'Shades of the Heart' be considered a spiritual or philosophical book? Yes, it delves
into philosophical and spiritual reflections about love, loss, and the human condition, encouraging
readers to find meaning in their emotional experiences. What is the reception of 'Shades of the
Heart: Encounters of the Heart' among readers? The book has been well-received for its poetic
language, relatable stories, and emotional depth, making it a trending read among those seeking
emotional connection. Are there any specific literary styles or techniques used in 'Shades of the
Heart'? The author employs poetic prose, vivid imagery, and reflective monologues to evoke deep
emotional responses from readers. Where can I purchase or access 'Shades of the Heart:
Encounters of the Heart'? The book is available on major online retailers, e-book platforms, and in
some bookstores. It may also be accessible through digital libraries or audiobook services. Would
'Shades of the Heart' be suitable for literary analysis or academic discussion? Yes, its poetic
structure and emotional themes make it an excellent candidate for literary analysis, particularly in
studies of contemporary emotional literature and poetic storytelling. 

 
Related keywords: heart encounters, shades of the heart, emotional stories, love and loss,
romantic poetry, heartfelt experiences, emotional journeys, love stories, heartfelt reflections,
emotional poetry

My Heart

my heart is often considered the most vital organ in the human body, serving as the engine that
powers our entire circulatory system. It is not only a biological marvel but also a symbol of emotion,
love, and vitality in many cultures. Understanding the anatomy, functions, health concerns, and
ways to maintain a healthy heart is essential for overall well-being. In this comprehensive guide, we
will explore everything you need to know about your heart, from its structure and function to
common diseases and lifestyle tips for a stronger, healthier heart.

Understanding the Anatomy of the Heart

The human heart is a muscular organ roughly the size of a fist, located slightly left of the center of
the chest. It consists of several key structures that work together seamlessly to pump blood
throughout the body.

Major Components of the Heart

- Chambers: The heart has four chambers:
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- Right Atrium: Receives deoxygenated blood from the body.
- Right Ventricle: Pumps deoxygenated blood to the lungs.
- Left Atrium: Receives oxygenated blood from the lungs.
- Left Ventricle: Pumps oxygen-rich blood to the entire body.

- Valves: The heart contains four main valves that prevent backflow:

- Tricuspid Valve
- Pulmonary Valve
- Mitral Valve
- Aortic Valve

- Blood Vessels: Key vessels include:
- Aorta
- Pulmonary arteries and veins
- Coronary arteries

How the Heart Works: The Cardiac Cycle

The heart's primary function is to circulate blood via a rhythmic process called the cardiac cycle,
which includes:

- Systole: The phase when the heart contracts to pump blood out.
- Diastole: The relaxation phase when the heart chambers fill with blood.

This cycle ensures the continuous delivery of oxygen and nutrients to tissues and the removal of
waste products.

The Importance of Heart Health

Maintaining a healthy heart is crucial because it directly impacts overall health and longevity. Heart
disease remains a leading cause of death worldwide, but many conditions are preventable through
lifestyle choices and early intervention.

Common Heart Conditions
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- Coronary Artery Disease (CAD): Narrowing or blockage of coronary arteries.
- Heart Attack (Myocardial Infarction): Sudden blockage of blood flow to the heart muscle.
- Heart Failure: The heart's inability to pump blood effectively.
- Arrhythmias: Abnormal heart rhythms.
- Valvular Heart Diseases: Malfunction of one or more of the heart's valves.

Risk Factors for Heart Disease

Understanding and managing risk factors can significantly reduce the likelihood of developing heart
problems.

Non-modifiable Risk Factors

- Age
- Family history of heart disease
- Gender (men are generally at higher risk earlier in life)
- Genetic predisposition

Modifiable Risk Factors

- High blood pressure (hypertension)
- High cholesterol levels
- Smoking
- Sedentary lifestyle
- Obesity
- Diabetes
- Poor diet
- Excessive alcohol consumption
- Chronic stress

Signs and Symptoms of Heart Disease

Early detection of heart issues can save lives. Be aware of symptoms such as:

- Chest pain or discomfort
- Shortness of breath
- Pain or numbness in arms, neck, jaw, or back
- Dizziness or lightheadedness
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- Fatigue
- Irregular heartbeat

Seek immediate medical attention if experiencing severe symptoms like chest pain lasting more than
a few minutes.

Maintaining a Healthy Heart: Lifestyle Tips

A proactive approach to heart health involves lifestyle modifications, regular check-ups, and
awareness.

Healthy Diet

Incorporate heart-friendly foods:

- Fruits and vegetables
- Whole grains
- Lean proteins like fish, chicken, beans
- Healthy fats from nuts, seeds, and olive oil
- Limit saturated fats, trans fats, salt, and added sugars

Regular Physical Activity

Aim for at least 150 minutes of moderate exercise weekly:

- Walking
- Cycling
- Swimming
- Jogging
- Yoga

Exercise helps control weight, reduce blood pressure, and improve overall cardiovascular health.

Weight Management

Maintaining a healthy weight reduces strain on the heart and decreases risk factors.

Quit Smoking
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Smoking damages blood vessels, raises blood pressure, and accelerates atherosclerosis.

Limit Alcohol Intake

Excessive alcohol can raise blood pressure and triglycerides.

Manage Stress

Chronic stress can negatively impact heart health; practices like meditation, deep breathing, and
mindfulness can help.

Regular Health Screenings

Monitor blood pressure, cholesterol, and blood sugar levels regularly to catch issues early.

Advances in Heart Disease Treatment

Medical science offers various treatments and interventions to manage heart conditions effectively.

Medications

- Statins for cholesterol management
- Blood thinners for preventing clots
- Beta-blockers and ACE inhibitors for blood pressure control
- Anti-arrhythmic drugs

Procedures and Surgeries

- Angioplasty and stent placement
- Heart bypass surgery
- Valve repair or replacement
- Pacemaker implantation

Innovations and Future of Heart Care

Emerging technologies aim to improve diagnosis, treatment, and prevention:

- Regenerative medicine: Stem cell therapy for repairing damaged heart tissue
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- Wearable devices: Continuous monitoring of heart health
- Genetic research: Personalized medicine based on genetic profiles
- Artificial hearts: For patients awaiting transplants

Conclusion: Caring for my heart

Your heart is more than just a vital organ; it is the core of your vitality and emotional well-being. By
understanding how it functions, recognizing risk factors, and adopting a heart-healthy lifestyle, you
can significantly reduce the risk of cardiovascular disease. Regular medical check-ups, a balanced
diet, physical activity, and stress management are your best tools in ensuring that your heart
remains strong and healthy for years to come. Remember, caring for your heart today paves the
way for a healthier, happier future.
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My Heart: An In-Depth Exploration of the Human Heart?s Mysteries and Marvels

The phrase "my heart" resonates deeply with many, embodying notions of love, vulnerability,
passion, and life itself. But beyond its poetic significance, my heart also refers to one of the most
vital and fascinating organs within the human body. Its intricate structure, complex functions, and
profound influence on our well-being make it an extraordinary subject worth exploring in detail.
Whether you're a medical enthusiast, a curious reader, or someone seeking to understand their own
health better, this comprehensive guide aims to shed light on the marvels of my heart and its vital
role in sustaining life.

The Human Heart: An Overview

The human heart is a muscular organ roughly the size of a clenched fist, situated slightly left of the
center of the chest. Its primary function is to pump blood throughout the body, delivering oxygen and
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nutrients to tissues while removing waste products. This continuous cycle sustains life and supports
every physical process, from breathing to complex cognitive functions.

Anatomy of My Heart

Understanding my heart begins with its anatomy. The heart comprises several key structures that
work in harmony:

- Chambers of the Heart

- Atria (Upper Chambers): The right and left atria receive blood returning to the heart.
- Ventricles (Lower Chambers): The right and left ventricles pump blood out of the heart to the

lungs and body, respectively.

- Valves

Valves ensure unidirectional blood flow and prevent backflow:

- Tricuspid Valve: Between right atrium and right ventricle.
- Pulmonary Valve: Between right ventricle and pulmonary artery.
- Mitral Valve: Between left atrium and left ventricle.
- Aortic Valve: Between left ventricle and aorta.

- Blood Vessels

- Coronary Arteries: Supply blood to the heart muscle itself.
- Aorta: The main artery carrying oxygen-rich blood to the body.
- Pulmonary Arteries and Veins: Carry blood to and from the lungs.

- Conduction System

The heart has an intrinsic electrical system that controls heartbeat:
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- Sinoatrial (SA) Node: The natural pacemaker.
- Atrioventricular (AV) Node: Relays electrical signals.
- Bundle of His and Purkinje fibers: Spread electrical impulses to coordinate contractions.

The Functionality of My Heart

The heart operates through a rhythmic cycle called the cardiac cycle, comprising systole
(contraction) and diastole (relaxation).

The Cardiac Cycle in Detail

- Atrial Systole: The atria contract, pushing blood into the ventricles.
- Ventricular Systole: The ventricles contract, ejecting blood into the pulmonary artery and aorta.
- Diastole: The heart relaxes, chambers fill with blood anew.

This cycle repeats approximately 60-100 times per minute in a resting adult, creating a continuous
flow that sustains life.

The Significance of My Heart in Health and Disease

The health of my heart is central to overall well-being. Cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) remain the
leading cause of death worldwide, underscoring the importance of understanding, maintaining, and
caring for this vital organ.

Common Heart Conditions

- Coronary Artery Disease (CAD): Blockages in coronary arteries reduce blood flow, leading to
angina or heart attacks.

- Arrhythmias: Irregular heartbeats caused by electrical malfunction.
- Heart Failure: The heart?s inability to pump effectively.
- Valvular Heart Disease: Dysfunction of heart valves affecting blood flow.

Risk Factors for Heart Disease

- High blood pressure
- High cholesterol
- Smoking
- Diabetes
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- Sedentary lifestyle
- Unhealthy diet
- Obesity
- Family history

How to Keep My Heart Healthy

Maintaining cardiovascular health involves lifestyle choices and medical management. Here are
actionable steps:

Lifestyle Modifications

- Balanced Diet: Emphasize fruits, vegetables, whole grains, lean proteins, and healthy fats.
- Regular Exercise: Aim for at least 150 minutes of moderate activity weekly.
- Quit Smoking: Eliminates a major risk factor.
- Limit Alcohol: Excessive intake can elevate blood pressure and triglycerides.
- Manage Stress: Practice mindfulness, meditation, or hobbies that relax you.
- Maintain Healthy Weight: Reduces strain on the heart.

Medical Interventions

- Regular check-ups and screenings for blood pressure, cholesterol, and blood sugar.
- Medication adherence if prescribed.
- Monitoring for early signs of heart issues like chest pain, shortness of breath, or irregular

heartbeat.

Innovations and Future of Heart Care

Advancements in cardiology continue to revolutionize how we understand and treat my heart.

Cutting-Edge Technologies

- Artificial Heart Devices: Mechanical pumps like ventricular assist devices (VADs) assist failing
hearts.

- Stem Cell Therapy: Exploring regenerative treatments for damaged heart tissue.
- Gene Therapy: Potential to correct genetic causes of heart disease.
- Wearable Devices: Track heart rate, rhythm, and other vital signs in real time.
- 3D Printing: Creating personalized heart models for surgical planning.
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Research Frontiers

Scientists are investigating:

- The microbiome?s role in heart health.
- The impact of inflammation on cardiovascular disease.
- Personalized medicine approaches based on genetic profiling.

The Emotional and Symbolic Significance of My Heart

Beyond its biological function, my heart often symbolizes love, empathy, resilience, and identity. It?s
a universal metaphor for emotional depth and connection. Recognizing this dual significance
enhances our appreciation for both the physical organ and its cultural symbolism.

Conclusion: Embracing the Vitality of My Heart

The human heart is much more than a pump; it embodies life itself, a complex marvel of biology that
sustains every moment of our existence. Protecting my heart through informed choices, medical
vigilance, and emotional well-being ensures not just longevity but a richer, more vibrant life. As
science advances and our understanding deepens, so too does our capacity to nurture this
extraordinary organ?our very own heart?and in doing so, nurture ourselves.

Remember: Your heart is the epicenter of your vitality, your passions, and your dreams. Cherish it,
care for it, and listen to its rhythm as a guide to a healthier, happier life.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are common causes of chest pain related to the heart? Common causes
include heart attacks, angina, myocarditis, and arrhythmias. If experiencing chest pain, seek medical
attention immediately. How can I improve my heart health naturally? Maintain a balanced diet rich in
fruits and vegetables, engage in regular exercise, avoid smoking, limit alcohol intake, and manage
stress effectively. What are the symptoms of a heart attack? Symptoms often include chest pain or
discomfort, shortness of breath, nausea, sweating, and pain radiating to the arm, neck, or jaw.
Prompt medical help is crucial. How does stress affect my heart? Chronic stress can increase blood
pressure and heart rate, promote unhealthy habits, and elevate the risk of heart disease over time.
Can heart health be improved with medication? Yes, medications such as statins, blood pressure
medicines, and antiplatelet drugs can help manage heart conditions, but they should be used under
medical supervision along with lifestyle changes. What role does genetics play in heart disease?
Genetics can influence your risk for heart disease, especially if there is a family history of conditions
like heart attacks or high cholesterol. Regular check-ups are important. Are there any signs that my
heart needs medical attention besides chest pain? Yes, symptoms like unexplained fatigue,
dizziness, irregular heartbeat, and swelling in the legs can indicate heart problems and should be
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evaluated by a healthcare professional. 
 

Related keywords: love, emotion, passion, affection, beat, soul, feelings, romance, tenderness,
heartbeat

Read the full article online: My heart
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