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North Carolina Appraisal Board: Ensuring Professional Standards and Consumer Protection in
Real Estate Appraisal

The North Carolina Appraisal Board plays a vital role in maintaining the integrity, professionalism,
and ethical standards of real estate appraisers within the state. As the regulatory authority
overseeing the licensing, certification, and discipline of appraisers, the board ensures that valuation
practices are accurate, unbiased, and compliant with state and federal laws. In this comprehensive
guide, we will explore the functions, responsibilities, licensing requirements, and resources
associated with the North Carolina Appraisal Board, providing valuable insights for appraisers, real
estate professionals, and consumers alike.

Overview of the North Carolina Appraisal Board

The North Carolina Appraisal Board is a statutory body established to regulate the practice of real
estate appraisal in North Carolina. Its primary mission is to protect consumers by ensuring that
appraisals are performed competently, ethically, and in accordance with industry standards. The
board operates under the authority of the North Carolina Department of Insurance and collaborates
with national organizations such as the Appraisal Foundation to stay aligned with industry best
practices.

Key functions of the North Carolina Appraisal Board include:

- Licensing and certification of appraisers
- Enforcing compliance with appraisal laws and regulations
- Conducting disciplinary actions when necessary
- Providing education and resources for appraisers
- Promoting professionalism and ethical conduct within the industry

Regulatory Framework and Authority

The North Carolina Appraisal Board's authority is derived from state laws, specifically the North
Carolina Appraisal Act. The act outlines the scope of the board?s powers, including licensing
procedures, disciplinary measures, and standards of practice.
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The federal foundation for appraisal regulation in North Carolina is also influenced by the federal
Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement Act (FIRREA) and the Appraisal
Subcommittee (ASC). These federal entities establish minimum requirements for appraiser licensing
and ensure nationwide consistency.

Licensing and Certification Programs

One of the core responsibilities of the North Carolina Appraisal Board is to oversee the licensing and
certification of real estate appraisers. This process ensures that appraisers possess the necessary
knowledge, skills, and ethical standards to perform accurate valuations.

Types of Appraiser Licenses and Certifications

The North Carolina Appraisal Board issues different levels of licenses and certifications based on
experience, education, and testing. These include:

- Registered Trainee Appraiser

- Entry-level license for individuals starting their appraisal careers
- Requires completion of 75 hours of qualifying education
- Must work under supervision of a certified appraiser

- Licensed Residential Real Property Appraiser

- Allows for appraising non-complex residential properties up to a certain value
- Requires 200 hours of qualifying education
- Must complete relevant experience hours and pass a licensing exam

- Certified Residential Real Property Appraiser

- Permits appraising all residential properties
- Requires 300 hours of qualifying education
- Additional experience requirements and passing the national exam are necessary
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- Certified General Real Property Appraiser

- The highest level of certification
- Permits appraising all types of real estate, including commercial properties
- Requires 400 hours of education, extensive experience, and successful completion of an exam

Licensing Process

The process to become licensed or certified involves several steps:

- Meet Eligibility Requirements: Education, experience, and background checks
- Complete Pre-Licensing Education: Approved courses covering appraisal principles, practices,

and ethics
- Pass the Examination: National and state-specific exams administered by approved testing

services
- Apply for License/Certification: Submit application to the North Carolina Appraisal Board with

supporting documentation
- Undergo Background Check: Criminal history and financial background review
- Receive Licensure/Certification: Upon approval, appraisers are authorized to practice within

their scope

Continuing Education and Professional Development

To maintain licensure or certification, appraisers in North Carolina are required to complete
continuing education (CE) courses regularly. This ensures that professionals stay current with
industry changes, regulatory updates, and best practices.

- CE Requirements:
- Typically, 28 hours of approved CE every two years
- Courses may include topics like updates to USPAP (Uniform Standards of Professional

Appraisal Practice), ethics, and new valuation techniques
- Reporting CE Credits: Appraisers must submit proof of completed CE to the board during

renewal periods
- Renewal Process: Licenses are renewed biennially, with timely submission and fee payment

Disciplinary Actions and Compliance

The North Carolina Appraisal Board holds the authority to investigate complaints, conduct
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disciplinary hearings, and impose sanctions when violations occur. These may include:

- Suspension or Revocation of License: For misconduct, fraudulent practices, or violations of laws
- Monetary Penalties: Fines for non-compliance or unethical behavior
- Re-education or Probation: Requirements to complete additional training or supervision

Common reasons for disciplinary actions include:

- Violating USPAP standards
- Engaging in fraudulent or misleading practices
- Practicing without proper licensure
- Failing to complete required continuing education
- Breaching confidentiality or ethical guidelines

The board encourages transparency and consumer protection, providing channels for consumers
and industry members to report concerns.

Resources and Support for Appraisers

The North Carolina Appraisal Board offers numerous resources to support licensed appraisers and
consumers:

- Official Website: Provides forms, licensing information, news updates, and FAQs
- Educational Programs: Approved courses and seminars for continuing education
- Guidance Documents: USPAP standards, ethical guidelines, and best practices
- Consumer Resources: Tips for consumers to verify appraiser credentials and understand the

appraisal process
- Online License Lookup: Tool to verify the status and credentials of licensed appraisers

How to Verify a North Carolina Appraiser?s Credentials

Consumers and industry professionals can verify an appraiser?s license or certification through the
North Carolina Appraisal Board?s online database. This helps ensure that the appraiser is
authorized and in good standing.

Steps to verify credentials:
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- Visit the official North Carolina Appraisal Board website
- Navigate to the ?License Lookup? section
- Enter the appraiser?s name or license number
- Review the credential details, including license type, status, expiration date, and disciplinary

history

Future Trends and Challenges in North Carolina Appraisal Regulation

The appraisal industry faces evolving challenges and trends, including:

- Technological Advances: Use of automated valuation models (AVMs) and artificial intelligence
- Regulatory Updates: Adapting to changes in federal and state laws
- Market Dynamics: Responding to economic shifts impacting property values
- Diversity and Inclusion: Promoting equitable opportunities within the appraisal profession
- Consumer Protection: Enhancing transparency and accountability in valuation practices

The North Carolina Appraisal Board continues to adapt its policies to address these developments,
ensuring that the profession remains trustworthy and relevant.

Conclusion

The North Carolina Appraisal Board serves as a cornerstone of the real estate valuation industry
within the state. By regulating licensing, ensuring compliance with standards, and promoting ethical
conduct, the board safeguards both consumers and industry professionals. Whether you are an
aspiring appraiser, a seasoned industry member, or a property owner seeking a reliable valuation,
understanding the roles and resources of the North Carolina Appraisal Board is essential. Staying
informed about licensing requirements, continuing education, and regulatory updates will help
ensure a successful and compliant appraisal practice in North Carolina.
 
North Carolina Appraisal Board: A Comprehensive Overview of Regulation, Function, and Impact

The North Carolina Appraisal Board plays a pivotal role in maintaining the integrity, professionalism,
and competency of real estate appraisers within the state. As the regulatory authority overseeing
licensing, education, and discipline of appraisers, the board ensures that property valuations are
accurate, ethical, and compliant with federal and state standards. In this article, we delve into the
history, structure, functions, and significance of the North Carolina Appraisal Board, providing a
detailed analysis suitable for industry professionals, consumers, and policymakers alike.

Understanding the Role and Purpose of the North Carolina Appraisal
Board
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Historical Background and Legislative Foundations

The North Carolina Appraisal Board was established to regulate the practice of real estate appraisal
in the state, ensuring that appraisals are conducted ethically and competently. Its origins trace back
to the enactment of the North Carolina Appraisers Act, which was influenced by federal legislation
such as the Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement Act (FIRREA) of 1989.
FIRREA mandated state certification and oversight of appraisers involved in federally related
transactions.

Over time, North Carolina?s legislature refined the statutory framework to adapt to evolving industry
standards and technological advances, culminating in a dedicated state agency responsible for
licensing and discipline. The North Carolina Appraisal Board operates within the Department of
Insurance, as mandated by state law, to align with broader financial and regulatory policies.

Core Mission and Objectives

The primary mission of the North Carolina Appraisal Board is to protect the public interest by:

- Ensuring the competency and ethical conduct of licensed and certified appraisers.
- Regulating the licensing and renewal processes.
- Enforcing compliance with state and federal appraisal laws.
- Providing consumer education and resources.
- Maintaining a registry of qualified appraisers to foster transparency and accountability.

By fulfilling these objectives, the board helps foster confidence in the real estate market, supports
fair lending practices, and upholds the professional standards of the appraisal industry.

Structure and Governance of the North Carolina Appraisal Board

Board Composition and Membership

The North Carolina Appraisal Board consists of a diverse group of members appointed by the
governor, including:

- Licensed appraisers with substantial industry experience.
- Certified appraisers specializing in various property types.
- Public members representing consumer interests, law, or finance.

Typically, the board comprises 9 to 11 members, ensuring a balance between industry expertise and
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consumer protection. Members serve staggered terms to promote continuity and institutional
memory.

Roles and Responsibilities of the Board Members

Board members are tasked with:

- Setting licensing and education standards.
- Developing and updating regulations.
- Reviewing disciplinary cases.
- Approving exam content and standards.
- Providing guidance on best practices and ethical standards.

Their collective leadership ensures that the regulatory framework remains relevant, effective, and
aligned with national standards, such as those established by the Appraisal Qualifications Board
(AQB).

Administrative Support and Staff

The Board operates through a dedicated administrative staff responsible for day-to-day functions,
including:

- Processing applications and renewals.
- Conducting investigations into misconduct.
- Providing public resources and consumer assistance.
- Organizing training sessions and continuing education programs.

This support structure allows the Board to function efficiently and respond swiftly to industry
changes and public concerns.

Licensing and Certification Processes

Types of Appraiser Licenses and Certifications

North Carolina recognizes several levels of appraiser credentials, consistent with federal standards:

- Registered Trainee Appraiser: Entry-level license allowing individuals to assist under
supervision.
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- Licensed Residential Appraiser: Qualified to appraise residential properties up to a certain value
threshold.

- Licensed General Appraiser: Authorized to appraise all types of real property, including
commercial.

- Certified Residential Appraiser: Meets higher education and experience standards; authorized
for residential appraisals.

- Certified General Appraiser: Highest credential, permitting appraisals of all property types.

Each license level has specific educational, experience, and examination requirements outlined by
the AQB and adopted by the North Carolina Board.

Application and Examination Procedures

Prospective appraisers must:

- Complete the mandated pre-licensing education.
- Submit an application with supporting documentation, including experience logs and

background checks.
- Pass the state-approved licensing exam, which tests knowledge of appraisal principles, ethics,

and state-specific regulations.
- Obtain sponsorship or supervision if applicable during trainee stages.

Renewal processes also involve continuing education (CE), typically requiring 28 hours of approved
coursework every two years.

Continuing Education and Professional Development

The North Carolina Appraisal Board emphasizes ongoing education to keep appraisers current with
industry standards. Topics include:

- USPAP (Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice).
- Ethics and professional conduct.
- Advances in valuation technology.
- Legal updates and regulatory changes.

Failure to meet CE requirements can result in suspension or loss of license, underscoring the
Board?s commitment to maintaining a highly competent workforce.

Disciplinary Actions and Enforcement
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Common Violations and Penalties

The Board actively monitors compliance and enforces disciplinary measures against violations such
as:

- Unauthorized practice without a license.
- Substandard or fraudulent appraisals.
- Conflict of interest or unethical conduct.
- Failure to complete required CE.
- Providing false information on applications.

Penalties may include license suspension, revocation, fines, or probation, depending on the severity
of the misconduct.

Investigation and Disciplinary Process

When allegations arise, the Board conducts thorough investigations, which may involve:

- Reviewing complaint submissions.
- Examining appraisals or related documentation.
- Interviewing involved parties.
- Consulting with industry experts.

If violations are confirmed, the Board issues notices of violation, offers hearings, and determines
appropriate sanctions, with opportunities for appeal.

Consumer Protection and Complaint Resolution

The Board also serves as a resource for consumers who suspect appraisal misconduct. It provides
channels for lodging complaints and seeks to resolve disputes through mediation or formal
disciplinary proceedings. Transparency is fostered through public records of disciplinary actions,
which help uphold industry accountability.

Impact of the North Carolina Appraisal Board on the Real Estate
Market

Ensuring Market Integrity and Confidence

By regulating appraisers and enforcing standards, the Board helps ensure that property valuations
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are accurate and unbiased. This accuracy is critical for:

- Mortgage lending and refinancing.
- Property taxation.
- Real estate investment decisions.
- Market stability.

Reliable appraisals mitigate risks associated with over- or under-valuations, protecting lenders,
buyers, and sellers.

Adapting to Industry Changes and Technological Advances

The Board?s proactive approach includes incorporating new valuation methodologies, like
automated valuation models (AVMs), and updating standards to reflect market realities. It also
promotes professionalism through licensing reforms and industry outreach, ensuring appraisers are
equipped to handle complex transactions.

Consumer Education and Industry Outreach

The Board maintains a suite of resources aimed at educating the public about appraisal processes,
rights, and how to select qualified appraisers. Outreach efforts include seminars, online resources,
and collaboration with real estate professionals, fostering an informed marketplace.

Future Challenges and Opportunities for the North Carolina Appraisal
Board

Addressing Workforce Shortages and Diversity

The Board faces ongoing challenges related to recruiting and retaining qualified appraisers,
particularly in rural or underserved areas. Initiatives to expand access to education and mentorship
programs aim to diversify the profession and ensure geographic coverage.

Integrating Technology and Data Security

With increasing reliance on digital tools, the Board must develop policies around data security,
cybersecurity, and the ethical use of emerging valuation technologies.

Regulatory Harmonization and Federal Alignment

Maintaining consistency with federal regulations and national standards remains vital. The Board
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continually reviews its policies to stay aligned with updates from the AQB, the Appraisal
Subcommittee, and other federal agencies.

Enhancing Consumer Protections and Transparency

Innovative approaches, such as online complaint portals and public reporting of disciplinary actions,
are being explored to strengthen consumer trust and facilitate accountability.

Conclusion

The North Carolina Appraisal Board serves as a cornerstone of the state?s real estate market,
ensuring that appraisers uphold high standards of professionalism, ethics, and competency. Its
comprehensive regulatory framework supports a transparent, fair, and efficient valuation process
vital for economic stability and consumer confidence. As the industry evolves with technological
advances and market complexities, the Board?s adaptability and commitment to public protection
will continue to shape the landscape of real estate appraisal in North Carolina.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the role of the North Carolina Appraisal Board? The North Carolina
Appraisal Board regulates and licenses real estate appraisers to ensure professional standards and
protect consumers in the state. How can I verify if a North Carolina real estate appraiser is licensed?
You can verify an appraiser's license through the North Carolina Appraisal Board's online license
lookup tool on their official website. What are the requirements to become a licensed appraiser in
North Carolina? Requirements include completing specific education hours, gaining supervised
experience, passing the state licensing exam, and submitting an application to the North Carolina
Appraisal Board. How does the North Carolina Appraisal Board handle disciplinary actions? The
Board investigates complaints against appraisers and can impose sanctions such as license
suspension or revocation if violations are found. Are there recent changes to North Carolina
appraisal licensing laws? Yes, recent updates include adjustments to education requirements and
examination procedures to align with national standards and industry best practices. How often does
the North Carolina Appraisal Board conduct license renewals? Licenses must be renewed annually,
and appraisers are required to complete continuing education to maintain their licensure. Where can
I find resources or assistance from the North Carolina Appraisal Board? Resources and assistance
can be found on the official North Carolina Appraisal Board website, including licensing information,
complaint forms, and contact details for support. 

 
Related keywords: North Carolina Appraisal Board, NC Appraisal Licensing, Real Estate Appraisal
NC, North Carolina Appraiser Certification, NC Appraisal Regulations, Real Estate Valuation NC,
NC Appraisal Standards, Appraiser Licensing North Carolina, North Carolina Real Estate Appraisal,
NC Appraisal Guidelines
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sample appraisal dispute letter

Sample appraisal dispute letter

Navigating the process of challenging an appraisal, whether it relates to a property valuation, a
professional assessment, or any other evaluated asset, can be a complex and emotionally taxing
experience. A well-crafted appraisal dispute letter serves as a formal means to communicate your
concerns, provide supporting evidence, and request a reevaluation. This article offers an in-depth
guide on how to draft a compelling sample appraisal dispute letter, including essential components,
tips for effective communication, and a sample template to help you get started.

Understanding the Purpose of an Appraisal Dispute Letter

What Is an Appraisal Dispute Letter?

An appraisal dispute letter is a formal document submitted by a party who believes that an appraisal
report contains inaccuracies, misrepresentations, or undervalues/overvalues the subject in question.
The primary goal is to request a review or reappraisal to ensure fair and accurate valuation.

Why Is It Important?

- Rectify Errors: Correct any factual inaccuracies or miscalculations.
- Ensure Fairness: Achieve an equitable valuation aligned with current market conditions.
- Protect Interests: Safeguard your financial or legal rights related to the appraisal.
- Establish a Record: Create a formal record of your concerns and actions taken.

Key Components of an Effective Appraisal Dispute Letter

1. Proper Header and Contact Information

Include the date, your name, address, and contact details, as well as the recipient?s information,
typically the appraiser or appraisal company.

2. Clear Subject Line

State the purpose succinctly, e.g., ?Dispute of Property Appraisal Report Dated [Date].?

3. Salutation

Published by: old.friendsofflorence.org Page 12 of 22



North Carolina Appraisal Board Updated Version Vol. 2021, Issue 6

Use a professional greeting, such as ?Dear [Appraiser?s Name]? or ?To Whom It May Concern.?

4. Introduction

Briefly state your intention to dispute the appraisal, referencing the specific report or valuation.

5. Summary of Your Concerns

Outline the main reasons you believe the appraisal is inaccurate. This might include:

- Incorrect property details
- Overlooking recent renovations
- Ignoring comparable sales
- Market condition misinterpretation

6. Supporting Evidence and Documentation

Attach or reference supporting documents, such as:

- Recent appraisals
- Market analyses
- Photos of the property
- Listings of comparable properties
- Inspection reports

7. Specific Discrepancies and Corrections

Detail the exact points of contention and provide corrected data or perspectives.

8. Request for Reassessment

Clearly ask for a reevaluation, providing a reasonable timeline for response.

9. Closing and Signatures

Politely conclude the letter, thank the recipient for their time, and include your signature.

Tips for Writing an Effective Appraisal Dispute Letter
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Be Concise but Detailed

Provide enough detail to support your case without overwhelming the reader. Focus on key issues
backed by evidence.

Maintain Professional Tone

Use respectful and formal language throughout.

Be Specific

Point out exact inaccuracies or misjudgments rather than vague complaints.

Use Evidence Effectively

Attach or cite credible documents to substantiate your claims.

Follow Up

If you do not receive a response within the expected timeframe, follow up with a polite reminder.

Sample Appraisal Dispute Letter Template

Below is a comprehensive sample letter to guide you in drafting your own dispute letter:

[Your Name]

[Your Address]

[City, State, ZIP Code]

[Email Address]

[Phone Number]

[Date]

[Appraiser?s Name]

[Appraisal Company Name]
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[Company Address]

[City, State, ZIP Code]

Subject: Dispute of Property Appraisal Report Dated [Date]

Dear [Appraiser?s Name],

I am writing to formally dispute the appraisal report for the property located at [Property Address],
dated [Appraisal Date], which I received on [Date]. While I appreciate the effort involved in preparing
the report, I believe there are inaccuracies that have led to an undervaluation of the property.

The primary concerns I have regarding the appraisal are as follows:

- Incorrect Property Details: The report states that the property has [incorrect detail], whereas the
actual features include [correct details]. For instance, the square footage is listed as [incorrect], but
recent inspections confirm it is [correct].

- Overlooking Recent Renovations: The property has undergone renovations completed in [date],
including [list renovations], which significantly increase its value. These improvements are not
reflected in the appraisal.

- Inaccurate Comparable Sales: The comparables used in the report do not accurately reflect
current market conditions or are not truly comparable due to differences such as [list differences].

To support these points, I have attached the following documentation:

- Recent home inspection report
- Copies of renovation permits and receipts
- Listings of comparable properties with recent sale prices
- Photographs of the property?s upgrades

Based on this information, I respectfully request that you review the appraisal report and consider
reassessing the value of the property. I believe that a reevaluation considering the updated
information will yield a more accurate and fair valuation.

Please confirm receipt of this letter and inform me of the next steps. I look forward to your prompt
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response and a revised appraisal report within [reasonable timeframe, e.g., 15 business days].

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you require any additional information or
clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

[Signature (if mailing a hard copy)]

Final Thoughts

Disputing an appraisal requires a careful, methodical approach. Crafting a clear, respectful, and
well-supported dispute letter can significantly increase the likelihood of a successful reevaluation.
Remember to keep copies of all correspondence and supporting documents for your records. While
it can be a process demanding patience and persistence, a properly written dispute letter is a crucial
step toward achieving an accurate and fair appraisal outcome.

By following the guidelines and utilizing the sample template provided, you can confidently address
discrepancies and advocate for a fair valuation of your property or asset.
 
Sample Appraisal Dispute Letter: An Essential Guide for Homeowners and Borrowers

In the realm of real estate and mortgage lending, the appraisal process plays a crucial role in
determining the value of a property. When a homeowner or borrower receives an appraisal report
that they believe undervalues their property, they may feel compelled to dispute the appraisal. A
well-structured sample appraisal dispute letter can be a powerful tool in challenging the appraisal
findings, ensuring that the property's true market value is accurately represented. This article aims
to provide a comprehensive overview of appraisal dispute letters, illustrating their importance,
structure, and best practices for crafting an effective communication to appraisal firms or lenders.

Understanding the Importance of an Appraisal Dispute Letter

An appraisal dispute letter is a formal document submitted by a homeowner or borrower to question
or challenge the findings of a property appraisal. Its significance stems from multiple factors:

- Protecting Financial Interests: If the appraisal undervalues a property, it can negatively impact
loan approval, refinancing options, or the amount a homeowner can borrow against their property.

- Ensuring Fair Market Value: Disputes can prompt a re-evaluation, leading to a more accurate
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reflection of the property's worth.
- Compliance and Transparency: Submitting a dispute demonstrates due diligence and

adherence to fair lending practices, fostering transparency in the appraisal process.

Understanding the importance of such a letter underscores the need for clarity, professionalism, and
thoroughness when disputing an appraisal.

Key Components of a Sample Appraisal Dispute Letter

A well-crafted appraisal dispute letter should include specific sections that clearly articulate the
reason for dispute, provide supporting evidence, and request a re-evaluation. Below are the
essential components:

- Contact Information

- Your Name and Address: Clearly state your contact details for correspondence.
- Lender or Appraisal Company Details: Address the letter to the appropriate department or

individual overseeing appraisals.

- Date

Including the date of submission ensures proper record-keeping and timely processing.

- Subject Line

A concise subject line, such as ?Dispute of Property Appraisal - [Property Address], Loan Number:
[XYZ], Appraisal Date: [MM/DD/YYYY],? helps identify the purpose of the letter.

- Introduction and Purpose

Start with a brief paragraph stating your intent to dispute the appraisal report, referencing the
specific appraisal report number, date, and property address.

- Explanation of Dispute
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This is the core of the letter, where you articulate the reasons why you believe the appraisal is
inaccurate. Common reasons include:

- Inaccurate Comparable Sales: The comps used are not truly comparable or are outdated.
- Undervalued Property Features: Unique features or recent upgrades not considered.
- Errors in Property Description: Misrepresentation of square footage, lot size, or condition.
- Market Conditions: Overlooking recent market changes or trends.

- Supporting Evidence

Provide concrete evidence to substantiate your claim:

- Comparable Sales Data: Recent sales of similar properties in your neighborhood.
- Photographs: Clear images of property upgrades or features.
- Appraisal Reports: Copies of previous appraisals, if available.
- Real Estate Agent or Appraiser Reports: Expert opinions supporting your position.
- Documentation of Property Upgrades: Receipts, permits, or contractor reports.

- Request for Re-evaluation

Conclude by explicitly requesting a re-assessment of the property valuation based on the evidence
provided.

- Closing and Contact Information

Express appreciation for their attention and include your contact details for follow-up.

Sample Dispute Letter Structure and Content

Below is a detailed example illustrating how each section can be effectively written.

[Your Name]

[Your Address]

[City, State, ZIP Code]
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[Email Address]

[Phone Number]

[Date]

[Appraisal Company or Lender Name]

[Department or Contact Person]

[Company Address]

[City, State, ZIP Code]

Subject: Dispute of Property Appraisal ? [Property Address], Loan Number: [XYZ], Appraisal Date:
[MM/DD/YYYY]

Dear [Recipient?s Name],

I am writing to formally dispute the appraisal report conducted on my property located at [Property
Address], with report number [XXXX], dated [Appraisal Date]. I believe that the valuation of
$[Appraised Value] does not accurately reflect the current market value of my property, and I
respectfully request a re-evaluation based on the evidence I am providing.

Explanation of the Dispute

The primary reasons for my dispute include:

- The comparable sales used in the appraisal include properties that are significantly older or
have fewer updates than my property. For example, the property at [Comparable Address] sold for
$[Price], but it lacks recent renovations such as a new kitchen, which my property now features.

- The appraisal report overlooked recent upgrades I have completed, including a new roof, HVAC
system, and kitchen remodel, which add substantial value. I have attached receipts and contractor
reports confirming these improvements.

- The appraiser did not consider the recent sale of properties within a 0.5-mile radius that are
similar in size, condition, and upgrades, which indicate a higher market value. I have included a list
of these comparable sales with details and sale prices.

Supporting Evidence

Published by: old.friendsofflorence.org Page 19 of 22



North Carolina Appraisal Board Updated Version Vol. 2021, Issue 6

Enclosed with this letter are:

- Photographs of recent upgrades and renovations.
- Copies of recent comparable sales with addresses, sale prices, and dates.
- Receipts and contractor reports documenting property improvements.
- A market analysis report from my real estate agent confirming recent sales trends in the

neighborhood.

Request for Re-evaluation

Given the supporting evidence, I respectfully request that the appraisal be reviewed and revised to
better reflect the true market value of my property. An accurate appraisal is essential for the success
of my loan application/refinance process, and I am confident that a reevaluation will support a higher
valuation consistent with current market conditions.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Please contact me at [Phone Number] or [Email
Address] should you require any further information or clarification. I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

Best Practices for Writing an Effective Dispute Letter

Creating an impactful dispute letter requires attention to detail, professionalism, and strategic
presentation of facts. Here are key best practices:

- Be Clear and Concise

Avoid ambiguity. Clearly state your reason for dispute and support it with specific evidence. Keep
the letter focused and avoid extraneous information.

- Remain Professional and Respectful

Maintain a courteous tone throughout. Even if you are frustrated, professionalism increases the
likelihood of a positive response.
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- Use Evidence Effectively

Support your claims with concrete data?comparable sales, photographs, receipts, or reports.
Organized and well-documented evidence lends credibility.

- Follow Up

After submitting your dispute letter, follow up with the appraisal company or lender to confirm receipt
and inquire about the timeline for review.

- Understand the Appraisal Process

Be aware that multiple reviews or reappraisals may be necessary. Patience and persistence are
often required.

Legal and Regulatory Considerations

Disputing an appraisal is a process protected under fair lending laws and regulations. The Federal
Housing Administration (FHA), Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and other agencies encourage
homeowners to challenge appraisals they believe are inaccurate. The process typically involves:

- Requesting a Reconsideration of Value (ROV): An informal review where the original appraiser
may revisit their valuation.

- Requesting a Second Appraisal: If the dispute persists, some lenders allow for a second,
independent appraisal.

- Using the Appraisal Dispute Process: Following specific procedures laid out by the lender or
appraisal management company.

It?s crucial to adhere to these procedures and provide comprehensive evidence, as failure to do so
may result in dismissal of your dispute.

Conclusion: The Power of a Well-Structured Dispute Letter

A sample appraisal dispute letter serves as a vital tool for homeowners and borrowers seeking to
ensure that their property's valuation accurately reflects its market worth. When carefully crafted,
supported by concrete evidence, and presented professionally, such a letter can lead to a
reassessment that benefits the homeowner?s financial interests. Understanding the essential
components, best practices, and legal context of appraisal disputes empowers homeowners to
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advocate effectively for fair treatment in the appraisal process.

In an increasingly competitive real estate market, transparency and accuracy in property valuation
are paramount. A thoughtfully written dispute letter not only corrects potential undervaluations but
also underscores the homeowner?s commitment to fairness and accuracy. As with all legal and
financial documents, clarity, professionalism, and thorough preparation are the keys to success.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is a sample appraisal dispute letter? A sample appraisal dispute letter is a
template used to formally challenge or question the valuation provided by an appraiser or appraisal
company, typically related to property or asset valuation. When should I send a sample appraisal
dispute letter? You should send a dispute letter if you believe the appraisal value is inaccurate,
unfair, or not reflective of the true market value, especially when seeking a reconsideration or
correction. What key information should be included in a sample appraisal dispute letter? The letter
should include details such as the property or asset description, the appraised value, reasons for
disagreement, supporting evidence or comparable data, and your contact information. How can a
sample appraisal dispute letter help in the appraisal process? It formally communicates your
concerns, provides evidence to support your claim, and can prompt a review or reappraisal,
potentially leading to a more accurate valuation. Is there a standard format for a sample appraisal
dispute letter? Yes, most templates follow a professional format including sender and recipient
details, a clear statement of dispute, supporting reasons, and a polite closing, but it can be
customized based on specific situations. What are common reasons for disputing an appraisal using
a letter? Common reasons include errors in property description, outdated or incorrect comparables,
valuation inconsistencies, or overlooked features that affect the property's value. Can a sample
appraisal dispute letter be used for all types of appraisals? While many templates are versatile, it's
important to tailor the letter to specific types of appraisals, such as real estate, personal property, or
business assets, to ensure relevance. What should I do if my appraisal dispute letter is ignored? If
ignored, consider following up with a phone call, submitting a formal appeal if applicable, or seeking
legal advice or assistance from a professional appraiser or real estate agent. 
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